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Secmfary 
CourtneyM.Towmend.Jr.,MDsFACS Dear Senator Stabenow: 

Galveshm,TX 
h 8 u r e r  

Andrew 1. Warshaw, MD, FACS 
BOS~O,,,MA On behalf of the over 74,000 Fellows of the American College of Surgeons, I 

am wliting to express the College's support for S. 2785, the "Save Medicare 
Chicago~'L Act of 2008." Thank you for introducing this important legislation, which 

Chid  f lnandd OmePr 
GayL.VincmWA would help preserve access to high quality surgical care. 

Chcago, lL 
B o a r d  of Regetits 

JoselE Fbcher,MD,EtTi The title of your legislation rightly recognizes the central role of physicians 
B"slOn"A in caring for Medicare beneficiaries. Yet, as you know, on July 1,2008, 
Ylcs-Chalr 

L.D.BI~~~,MD.FACS Medicare payments for surgical care are scheduled to be cut 10.6 percent. 
Norfolk, VA 

H.RandolphBailey.MD,FACS Your legislation would stop this 10.6 percent cut and maintain current 
Houstan,TX 

BarbaraL .Ba$s ,~~ ,~~W Medicare payment levels through the end of 2008. Further, S. 2785 would 
Hwston.TX 

eruceD.Bmwner,MD,FACS take the important additional step of replacing the scheduled 5 percent cut in 
F"*i~g"~cT Medicare payments in 2009 with an increase of 1.8 percent. The uncertainty 

Marlin B.Camins,MD, FACS 
Newyork3NY of Medicare payment levels makes it increasingly difficult for surgeons and 

A.BrentEastman, MD.FACS 
sanu*so.cA their practices to plan for the practice expenses that they will incur as they 

R~chardJ.Finlay, MD, FAW 
vancouver,sc serve their patients. If enacted, your legislation would enable surgeons and 

JutieA.Freischlag, MD, FAGS 
Ballirnore,MD surgical practices to plan for these rising costs that they will continue to face 

BarretlG.HaiksMD-FACS ME~P~IS.TN over the next year and a half, Finally, by addressing payment levels through 
A ~ ~ ~ ~ H . H ~ ~ ~ B ~ . I L D . F A C S  2009, your legislation would not only provide much needed time but also 

Oakland,CA 
GeraldB.Healy,MD.FACS would establish a foundation from Congress could further study the systemic 

8oston,MA 
CharlesD.Mabfy,MO.FACS reforms needed to preserve access to quality surgical care and other physician 

Pine BluH,AR 
Robin S. M C L ~ O ~ ,  MD. FACS services. 

Toronto, ON 
RayrnondF. Mon~an, M 4  FACS 

Cha~of i~v i l l e~vA Again, on behalf of the American College of Surgeons, thank you for 
CadosA.Pellegrin1, MD. FACS 

Seattle.WA introducing this important legislation. The College stands ready work with 
KarlC. Podralz. MD, FACS 

ROC~SIOLMN you in this effort to preserve Americans' access to quality surgical care. 
JohnT. P~eskillMD. FACS 

Oallas,TX 
J. Dav~dRichardson,MD, FACS 
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