











Congress of the Wnited States
Washingtan, B 20515

December 17, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

LS. House of Representatives
H-232 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20313

Dear Madam Speaker:

In July, 75 members of the U.S, House of Representutives wrole [0 eXpress strony opposition to
proposals, such as the “Independent Medicare Advisory Council (IMAC) Act of 2609 and the
s “Medicare Payment Advisory Comimission (MedPAC) Reform Act 6f 2009 (HR. 2718, 8.
1110, S 1380), that would divest Congress of its authority for Medicare payment policy and
place this responsibility in an executive branch commisston or board. This letter clearly stated
opposition 1o the inclasion of these or any other similar proposals i health reform or any other
lewslation, but with recent developments, we, the undersigned members, believe it s unperative
to restate our SoNg oppasition te any proposal or legislation that would place authority for
Medicare payment policy in an unelected, executive branch commission or board.

Consistenl with the July letier, on November 7, 2009, the House passed the “Affordable Health
Care for America Act” (H.R. 3962) did not include provisions (o create an unclected Medicare
board. Yet. at present, the Senate is considering the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
of 2009, which includes provisions to ereate an “Independent Medicare Advisory Board”
(IMAR} that would effectively end Congress’s authority over Medicare payment poliey,

¢ To create an unclected, unaccountable Medicare commission as envisioned in the Senate’s
] IMAR proposal would end Congress’s ability to shape Medicare 1o provide the best policies fur
benelficiaries in our communities around the country: Through the legislative process, and from

E) Medicare's begianing. Members have been able to represent the needs of their conununities by
4 improving benefisz for seniors and the disabled, affecting policies that fill the health care

= workforce pipeline, and ensuring that hospitals are equipped to care for diverse populations

& across our individual districts. Such a responsibility is ope that is not taken, nor should be given
v away, lightly.

taw

g

o
e

FREJTED O RECTOLED PAPER

P —— dth e s P

S

S

e
























